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Claims should define their subject-matter in a clear manner (Art. 5 
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requirements of clarity (Art. 6 PCT) are nor fulfilled by present claims 
109,110 and 111, no meaniingful search can be performed for their 
subject-matter. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66-l(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: 1-18» 99 (part.) 

filtration system with at least one flexible filter and 
method of manufacturing said filtration system 

2. claims: 19-70-75-78,99 (part.) 

filtration system comprising a sealed vessel for operating 
below atmospheric pressure and method of operating such 
filtration system 

3. claims: 71-74,100-108 

* * 

vessel and collectiion chamber for collecting particulates 
filtered from a fluid 

4. claims: 79-92 

filter cleaning apparatus 

* 

5. claims: 93-97, 99 (part.) 

filtration system with biological filter media 

6. claims: 98, 99 (part.) 

filtration system for filtering water with filter and pump, 
the pump being provided on the suction side of the pump 
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